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AQUINAS COLLEGE, EDMUND RICE DRIVE, ASHMORE 

In 2020, students will be required to write an ‘analytical essay’ in the external exam for General English. 

However, the term ‘essay’ is not used consistently across subject areas and in the 2015 Retrospective for 

the Writing Task, QCAA observed that: 

• The definition of the essay is vague, as it has become a genre required in many school subjects. 

Perhaps the simplest definition is that it is a piece of writing that usually expresses the author’s 

personal point of view. (p. 64) 

• Given this situation, it is proposed that the ‘analytical essay’ be defined more specifically as an 

Interpretation whose purpose is to clarify the meaning(s) of a literary text (Martin and Rose 2008, 

Humphrey 2017).  

The ultimate aim is to help students use the essay form flexibly and to develop increasing independence. 

A B O U T  L I N D S A Y  
Dr Lindsay Williams has been an educator in Queensland for 36 years, teaching English at both state and 

independent schools. He has served on numerous curriculum committees and panels, has coordinated and 

taught teacher preparation courses, and has created curriculum resources for numerous organisations 

including AustLit, the Australian Children’s Television Foundation and Reading Australia. He is the author 

of a chapter in the AATE publication The Artful English Teacher and is the co-author of the Oxford University 

Press senior textbook series, English for Queensland. Lindsay is the current Vice President of the ETAQ 

T H E  D E T A I L S  

REGISTRATION 
$35 for members; $50 for non-members. 

Registration opens 22nd March and closes 24th April 

TIMINGS 
Afternoon tea will be served from 3:15pm 

Presentation from 3:45pm until 5:45pm. 

VENUE 
Aquinas College 

Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore 4215 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING  This event will contribute 2 hours of CPD 

N E E D  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ?  
Contact Anne Wood at annew@aquinas.qld.edu.au or check out the event on our website. 

mailto:annew@aquinas.qld.edu.au

