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Mythbusting: what exactly do English teachers look for when marking an analytical exposition? 
Townsville Grammar School Saturday 22nd July, 2017 9am-10.30am
Spenser Hopkins Building Classroom 2. 
Facilitated by Grace Loyden Head of English, Townsville Grammar School 
For the past forty years, Year 11 and 12 students in Queensland have been assessed largely using school-based, externally-moderated instruments using defined ‘exit’ standards. Shortly we will move to a Senior Assessment and Tertiary Entrance system that includes a new procedure for marking and confirming teachers’ judgements. The purpose of this workshop will be to illuminate and explore the kind of information teachers draw on to make judgements about student work. This information is called ‘tacit knowledge’. 

Tacit knowledge is the expertise that teachers ‘carry around with them, mostly in their heads’. When a teacher is employing their tacit knowledge, they are able to recognise more than just superficial differences in individual student work and they make judgements using subtle and abstract evidence. A skilled teacher will be able to inherently recognise the salience of a particular standard to a particular judgement, and this skill is demonstrative of a teacher’s tacit knowledge. 

What are the unstated rules that you draw on when you mark an analytical exposition? Which rules do you wish you knew more about? 
Come along to this interactive workshop where you will engage with your peers across Townsville to explore, unpack, discover and validate your own tacit knowledge of the analytical exposition. 
You might find it helpful to bring a photocopy of a student’s analytical exposition, for your own reference only. 

 RSVP: Heather@chandlergroup.com.au
