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ESSENTIAL ENGLISH COMMUNITY 

OF PRACTICE  
 

The Context 

Teaching Essential English has many challenges; however, when we experience success with 

engaging these students it is a rewarding experience.  

Whether you are new to teaching or highly experienced, this event will provide you with practical 

strategies to assist with your planning, assessing and curriculum delivery of Essential English. 

It’s an opportunity for us to learn from others and to also provide support for one another!  

 

Program 

Time Activity Presenter 

9:00 am 
Introduction and welcome 

Housekeeping 

Lindsay Williams 

Candice Green 

9:10 – 9:20 Setting the scene – protocols and background information Julie Arnold 

9:25-10:45 

Presentations – an ‘ah-ha’ moment or something that worked 

well for you. 12 minute presentation + 3 minutes for questions. 

 

Failure is not an option: A data-based strategy for 

pinpointing learning blocks and interventions to address 

them.  

 

Engagement and differentiation through the use of digital 

technologies  

 

Using YouTube as context and connection  

 

Sticking to your plan with TAPE!  

 

Creative writing success: Tips for the written response 

 

 

 

 

Loren Nel 

 

 

 

Steven Clark 

 

 

Jenny Kingi 

 

Rebecca Power 

 

Lucy Clinch 

 

10:45– 11:15 Fancy morning tea:  Ab Fab catering 

11:15-12:00 

Workshop Session A - Choose 1 of: 

a). Challenges and opportunities: approaches to assessment and learning for diverse 

needs and aspirations in Essential English. 

b). Task Design – share the myriad of different tasks schools are using to assess 

students in Essential English. 

c). Preparation for the CIA- How to prepare your students for the task. Contextualizing 

text structures. (Online only) 

12:05 – 

12:50 

Workshop Session B – Choose another 1 from:  

a). Challenges and opportunities: approaches to assessment and learning for diverse 

needs and aspirations in Essential English. (Online only) 

b). Task Design – share the myriad of different tasks schools are using to assess 

students in Essential English. 

c). Preparation for the CIA- How to prepare your students for the task. Contextualizing 

text structures 

1:00 Close  
 

This program constitutes 3 hours 45 mins CPD 



 

For Rural and Regional Members 
 

To cater for those who are unable to physically join us for this event, the presenters will be pre-

recording their presentations. Links and password will be sent prior to the event. Workshop c will be 

presented as a Zoom meeting in the first workshop session and workshop a will be offered via zoom in 

the second workshop session. 

 

The Videos of the presentations will be available to all participants after the event. 

 

 

Details of Presentations 
 

Presentation 1 
 

Failure is not an option: A data-

based strategy for pinpointing 

learning blocks and interventions to 

address them  
 
Abstract 

Addressing the issue of Learned Helplessness, 

and in helping students pinpoint where their 

particular block is in the learning pathway 

using student response. Data is used to 

organise students into groupings where 

specific interventions can be used to target 

these blocks. 

 

Presenter 

Loren Nel teaches English Essentials, Junior 

English and English Literature. She has 

degrees in Linguistics and Literature, 

Education and Psychology and loves to 

combine these three fields in her teaching. 

Loren is passionate about diverse learners and 

empowering students to overcome their 

barriers to learning and find success in the 

context of their own passions and abilities. She 

has been teaching since 1997 with breaks for 

family and study, but no matter how far she 

strays, keeps coming back to the classroom. 

It’s her happy place! 

 

Presentation 2 
 

Engagement and differentiation 

through the use of digital 

technologies  

 

Abstract 

Engaging and differentiating in the classroom, 

especially at an Essential English level is quite 

challenging. After inheriting a class halfway 

through the year, it became apparent early on 

that this cohort in particular required a 

complete overhaul to the way they engaged 

with content. One major hurdle is that student 

attendance is quite sporadic. TAFE once a 

week, students not motivated enough to attend 

a Period 4 lesson are just a couple of 

examples. To circumvent this, the introduction 

to using Onenote Class Notebook allowed 

students to engage with the content at their 

own pace, and familiarise themselves in the 

learning if they missed out on lessons. After 

careful reflection, this implementation is seen 

as a successful strategy. 

 

Presenter 

Steven Clark is a mature age first year 

teacher, who teaches English and Humanities 

at Forest Lake State High School. After several 

different career paths, he has found himself in 

front of the classroom, thoroughly enjoying the 

rewards it brings. The background he has in 

both military and logistic roles helps with the 

classroom management side of the profession. 

Although challenges have been abundant over 

the past several months, he has made many 

advancements in his teaching career which will 

benefit him moving forward. 

 

Presentation 3 
 

Using YouTube as context and connection  

 

Abstract 

To connect the ideas of representation, 

assumptions, attitudes and beliefs, we tie to 

the familiar – YouTube. 

Unit 2 includes a novel study: “Maybe 

Tomorrow”. Students create a BookTube video 

which identifies indigenous beliefs and values 



to counter negative assumptions and attitudes. 

This builds a positive representation of our 

First Nations people. 

In Unit 4, students create a Pop Culture 

Detective video based on any TV/streamed 

series. They must identify how societal 

attitudes, values and beliefs are being 

represented then explain the impact these 

have on their future. 

Showing students how ideas tie together is 

important and using a familiar context helps 

with engagement. 

 

Presenter  

Jenny Kingi has a Masters in Gifted Education 

and has taught across all year levels, in both 

public and private educational settings. 

Trained as a Primary teacher she has taught 

for 10 years in NSW, UK, USA. A move to Qld 

has seen Jenny teach High School for 18 

years mostly in the subject areas of English, 

Maths and Humanities. She has been teaching 

Essential English for 3 years. 

 

Presentation 4 
 

Sticking to your plan with TAPE! 

 

Abstract 

The aim of the workshop is to support teachers 

in instructing students on how to plan their 

writing pieces effectively, especially for 

presentations and more formal writing. I 

understand that such workshops have been 

done previously, however, the onus in using 

the TAPE process is the focus on the planning 

of points within arguments, in order to develop 

this aspect, as this is what I find is most 

challenging for my Essential English students. I 

have attached, and will make available in the 

workshop, an infographic of the TAPE planning 

process that I will use to introduce the 

concept, and a worksheet that I use with my 

students. This workshop will hopefully aid 

teachers to instruct their students in how to 

use their planning time more effectively, and 

not then get stuck once drafting. 

 

Presenter 

Rebecca Power has taught English at 

Emmanuel College for 12 years and has been 

the Dean of the Faculty of English and 

Languages for the past two years. She is the 

subject coordinator for Essential English and 

works with a supportive Faculty and 

Leadership teams. Rebecca teaches a variety 

of English courses – General, Literature and 

Essential – and enjoys the different aspects of 

each. She particularly loves Essentials 

because, at the College, these classes are 

smaller than others, and she can get to know 

the students well, and can work intensively 

alongside them. When a student in her 

Essential English class does their best and 

achieves their best, it is just so rewarding. 

Rebecca is always searching for new ways to 

engage her students, and promote learning. 

 

Presentation 5 
 

Creative writing success: Tips for the 

written response 

 

Abstract 

When embarking on creative writing, students 

often are resistant and can struggle with lack 

of confidence in their writing skills. This 

presentation provides a solution to help bridge 

the gap for students who struggle with starting 

a creative process and knowing which 

direction to follow. You will be guided through 

an activity and resource that helps students 

enhance their use of language features and 

character development within the journal entry 

genre. 

 

Presenter  

Lucy Clinch is a teacher at Redlands College. 

She currently teaches both English and 

Essential English. Lucy believes Essential 

English helps make literacy accessible to 

students who struggle with confidence. 

Outside of work, she enjoys time with her 

family, bushwalking and raising chickens and 

silkworms. 

 

 

 

 

 



Workshops 
 

a. Challenges and opportunities: 

approaches to assessment and learning for 

diverse needs and aspirations in Essential 

English. 

 

Facilitator 

Julie Arnold has taught English in Queensland 

schools for 25 years, working with students, 

teachers and leaders as Head of Department 

and Literacy Coach across schools in the 

Brisbane Metropolitan region. As a member of 

the Management Committee for The English 

Teachers Association of Queensland, she 

coordinates and presents professional 

learning, and takes an active interest in 

curriculum development. Julie is currently a 

sessional academic at QUT. Her research 

interests are in building teacher linguistic 

subject knowledge for writing instruction and 

in accessible formative and summative 

assessment practices. Julie believes 

fundamentally in the power of language to 

create opportunities for all students to be 

critical and creative learners  

 

b. Task Design: share the myriad of 

different tasks schools are using to assess 

students in Essential English. 

 

Facilitator 

Natalie Redhead In her thirty-three years of 

teaching, Natalie Redhead has demonstrated 

particularly strong interest in boys’ education 

with a focus on students who struggle to 

engage with English. During her career, Natalie 

has written, implemented and led programs in 

vocational English, across three syllabus 

changes, at Marist College Ashgrove, Marist 

College Rosalie and Brisbane Boys’ College, 

the latter being her current place of 

employment. Natalie regards effective task 

design as, ideally, an alignment of the 

strengths and interests of the student cohort 

with the strengths and interests of the teaching 

staff. 

 

c. Preparation for the CIA: How to 

prepare your students for the task. 

Contextualizing text structures. 

 

Facilitator 

Samantha Daley is a relatively early career 

teacher who has spent the better part of her 

brief time teaching within the Essential space. 

She currently works at St Edmund’s College, 

Ipswich as an English, Social Science and 

Religion teacher. Her classroom includes a 

diverse range of students, from aspiring 

plumbers to budding musicians. She has learnt 

to creatively approach tasks to keep the boys 

engaged and play to their strengths. 

 

 

 

 

Registration 
 

Register at www.etaq.org.au 

1. Change of persons registered Sometimes schools may need to substitute one teacher for 

another on their registrations. This is fine but please notify the change to the Administration Officer 

so that we can prepare the appropriate Certificate of Participation, name tag and Individual 

program. 

 

2. Many schools prefer to receive an invoice for registrations and pay on that rather than pay at the 

time of registration. We are happy to offer this convenience but it must be recognised that 

registration commits you to payment. 

 

3. Cancellation Policy If you register and later have to cancel, the following will apply: 

a. Cancel your registration by 29 October, you will receive a full refund of your registration fee  

b. Cancel between 30 October and 1 November, you will receive a refund of your registration fee 

less the online registration cost and be transferred to online participation. 

c. From 2 November no refund is possible but you would be swapped to online participation. 
 

http://www.etaq.org.au/

