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The Digital Narrative – Judging Criteria  
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Story 

 
This viewer feels 
engaged and 
drawn into the 
narrative 
throughout the 
entire story. 
 

 
This viewer feels 
interested 
throughout the 
entire story. 

 
This viewer has one 
or two moments of 
confusion as the 
story unfolds. 

 
This viewer feels 
confused about the 
details or purpose 
of the story. 

Voice 

The pace (rhythm 
and voice 
punctuation) fits 
the story line and 
helps this viewer 
really “get into” the 
story. 

Occasionally speaks 
too fast or too 
slowly for the story 
line.  The pacing 
(rhythm and voice 
punctuation) is 
relatively engaging 
for this viewer. 

Tries to use pacing 
(rhythm and voice 
punctuation), but it 
is often noticeable 
that the pacing 
does not fit the 
story line.  This 
viewer is not 
consistently 
engaged. 

This viewer could 
see no attempt to 
match the pace of 
the storytelling to 
the storyline or the 
audience. 

Images 

The images work 
on this viewer in a 
way that matches 
all the different 
parts of the story.  
The images may 
communicate 
symbolism and/or 
metaphors to this 
viewer. 

The images work 
on this viewer in a 
way that matches 
some parts of the 
story.  The images 
may suggest 
symbolism and/or 
metaphors to this 
viewer. 

This viewer can see 
that an attempt 
was made to create 
an 
atmosphere/tone, 
but this viewer 
thought it needed 
more work.  The 
image choice 
seemed logical to 
the viewer. 

This viewer could 
see little or no 
attempt to use 
images to create 
the desired 
atmosphere or 
tone. 

Words 

For this viewer, the 
story is told with 
exactly the right 
amount of detail 
thoroughout.  It 
does not seem too 
short, nor does it 
seem too long. 

For this viewer, the 
story composition 
is for the most part 
successful, though 
it seems to drag 
somewhat OR 
needs slightly more 
detail in one or two 
sections. 

For this viewer, the 
story was 
noticeably too 
short or too long in 
more than one 
section. 

For this viewer, the 
story is too long or 
too short to be 
interesting. 

Parameters 

You have told the 
story within the 
parameters of 
being 2-3 minutes 
in length, including 
a voiced narration, 
and acknowledging 
all image sources. 

You have crossed 
the boundary of 
one of these 
parameters. 

You have crossed 
the boundary of 
two of these 
parameters. 

You have crossed 
the boundary of all 
of these 
parameters. 

 


