Conclusions 

Students explained that they tried to find ways to comprehend and learn from text. They said, however, that some of the behaviours their teachers expected them to engage in, such as applying comprehension strategies, could reveal their weaknesses as readers to other students. Therefore, students explained, they attempted to comprehend though other means, which included (a) listening to discussions about text, (b) asking friends for assistance, and (c) watching how others gained information. 

The ways in which each teacher transacted with his or her respective student in relation to the reading task demands were influenced by (a) the teacher's perception of the student's cognitive strengths and weaknesses as a reader and (b) how motivated the teacher thought the student was in trying to apply behaviours that might increase comprehension. Each teacher expressed frustration when a student did not engage in behaviours that would help him or her comprehend text. Teachers never asked students to discuss their decisions with text and often attributed their refusal to comply with their directions as laziness. 

An important conclusion can be drawn from the findings. Struggling readers may be trying to find ways to comprehend text and learn content even though they may hold negative views about their reading abilities. Theories of self-efficacy and motivation have suggested that students who feel they cannot accomplish an academic task may be less motivated to engage with it (Bandura, 1986; Schunk, 1989). However, the findings suggest that this is not always an accurate portrayal of struggling readers and how they make decisions about text. Struggling readers are not necessarily engaged in passive or negative behaviours, nor are they necessarily resisting reading text (Brozo, 1991; Johnston & Winograd, 1985). 
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When students can’t read a text easily, they rely on class discussions to understand the text.
When students can’t read a text easily, they watch their peers to see how they get information from the text.
When struggling readers don’t comply with teachers’ directions, it indicates that they are lazy. 
Students who hold negative views about their reading abilities are not motivated to engage with text.
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